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! For all references, see the chapters from which the quotations are taken. On the
relation between language and thought, Chomsky, though he now thinks it to be
even closer than he once did, does not think it is necessary to assert something as
strong as “identity” between them, as Humboldt does. Descartes and Darwin, who
also figure in Chomsky’s discussion of the relation, did not go that far.

2 The Basic Property

3 Interface

4 Externalization

5 Nomenclature

¢ I-Language

7 E-Language
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! Although Chomsky mentions E-languages by way of contrast with I-languages,
he doubts the coherence of the very idea and therefore whether they exist. In a
number of his essays, he is critical of the most basic assumptions that philosophers
make about their coherence, in giving accounts of them.

2 In making this point about study at a level of abstraction with a view to an even-
tual account in terms of the brain, Chomsky points out how the approach is no
different in the scientific study of language than it is, for instance, in insect navi-
gation. In other work, Chomsky cites some progress that might have been made in
the inquiry into biological underpinnings, but also cites how there may also be
some fundamentally wrong assumptions being made by brain scientists about what
the object of study is. On this last point, see his reference to Charles Gallistel’s
work in chapter 2.

3 Structural dependence
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! The Universal Grammar (UG)

2 1 owe this example to Carol Rovane. See Carol Rovane and Akeel Bilgrami,
“Mind, Language, and the Limits of Inquiry,” in the Cambridge Companion to
Chomsky, ed. James McGilvray (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005),
181-203.
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! This should be qualified by pointing out that Chomsky, at the end of this chapter,
actually discusses an argument in Peirce that appeals to biological considerations
in particular, evolutionary considerations based on natural selection (which he
finds completely fallacious). This would suggest that Peirce was himself somewhat
ambivalent about whether or not to see his overall methodological claim regarding
admissible hypotheses and limits on them as owing to our biology.
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